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after the explanation and advice that I have given,
you say that in this England of ours there exists one
law for the poor and one for the rich, you will be
guilty of libelling the constitution of your country.
And your sentence is, that you be imprisoned for this
day only during the sitting of the Court/" Mr.
Fitzjames Stephen's anecdote of the high civil
administrator to whom it' was quite a new idea that
the law can be anything but a check to the executive
power/ reveals the follies and imperfections of Indian
legislation in time past, with an emphasis scarcely less
bitter than that of the English judge.

Notwithstanding the legislative activity to which
Lord Mayo lent his earnest support, and which forms
so marked a feature of his Viceroyalty, he perfectly
realized the necessity of personal Influence and a wise
use of private discretion on the part of the local
administrators. He learned, by contact with the local
facts, that the Indian Statute Book is not yet co-
extensive with the customs and usages throughout
India, which have, and which, according to our
solemn pledge of conserving native rights, ought to
have, the force of law- He found, even in matters of
procedure, the department of Indian legislation in
which the greatest advance to completeness has been
made, that some of our provisions are as unsuitable
to backward or outlying parts of the country as was
the English form of arrest on mesne process to the
Provinces of Bengal in the time of Warren Hastings.
' My whole desire/ he said on one of his tours, ' and
that of those with whom I am associated in the rule